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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 
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Disposition of Claims 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

2. The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

3. Claims 1-16, 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable 
by Wacyk (US 2003/0020598A1 ). 

Regarding claims 1,10, 24, Wacyk discloses a system for controlling luminaries 
(10a to 10b' and 52a to 52b') from a plurality of different locations over a digital 
addressable lighting interface (DALI) control bus, the system comprising: a plurality of 
luminaries (10a to 10b' and 52a to 52b') connected to a power source and a digital 
addressable lighting interface (DALI) control bus; a DALI master (20) connected to the 
DALI control bus (22' and 62); a DALI control bus power supply connected to the DALI 
control bus (22' and 62); and at least one DALI sub-master (12-12') connected to the 
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DALI control bus (22-22'), wherein the DAL I master (20) and the at least one DALI sub- 
master (12-12') control different ones of said plurality of luminaries (10a to 10b' and 52a 
to 52b'). See figures 1-5c, col.1, lines [005] to col.7, lines [0066] to lines [0067]. 

Regarding claims 2,11, Wacyk discloses the DALI master and said DALI sub- 
master are in different locations. See figure 1 . 

Regarding claims 3, 5, 12 and 14, Wacyk discloses the different locations are 
selected from the group consisting of room, office, conference room, lunch room, coffee 
bar, bathroom, laboratory, reception area, closet, storage room, hall and lobby. See 
col.2, lines [0012] to lines [0013]. 

Regarding claims 4 and 13, Wacyk discloses the ones of the plurality of 
luminaries (10a to 10b' and 52a to 52b') controlled by the DALI master and the ones of 
said plurality of luminaries controlled by said DALI sub-master are in different locations. 
See figures 1 and 2. 

Regarding claims 6 and 15-16, Wacyk discloses a computer interface coupled to 
said DALI master. See col.1, lines [005] to lines [006]. 

Regarding claims 21-23, Wacyk discloses a detecting a transmission collision 
causing a corrupted command and retransmitting the corrupted command. See figure 
5B. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
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patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention 
was made. 

4. Claims 1 7-20, 25-27, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over by Wacky (US 2003/0020598A1 ). 

Regarding claims 17-20, Wacyk discloses the claimed invention except for a 
computer interface is selected from the group consisting of RS-232, RS-422 and USB. It 
would have been an obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to employ a group consisting of RS-232, RS-422 and USB, since 
the examiner takes Office Notice of the equivalence of connectors or cables for their 
use in the art and the selection of any of these known equivalents to a group consisting 
of RS-232, RS-422 and USB would be within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 

Regarding claims 25-27, Wacyk discloses the claimed invention except for a 
group consisting of an incandescent light, a fluorescent light, a high pressure gas 
electric discharge light, a low pressure gas electric discharge light, light emitting diode 
light and electroluminescent light. It would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to employ a group consisting of an incandescent light, a fluorescent light, a high 
pressure gas electric discharge light, a low pressure gas electric discharge light, light 
emitting diode light and electroluminescent light, since applicant has not disclosed that 
a group consisting of an incandescent light, a fluorescent light, a high pressure gas 
electric discharge light, a low pressure gas electric discharge light, light emitting diode 
light and electroluminescent light solves any stated problem or is for any particular 
purpose and it appears that the invention would perform equally well with a group 
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consisting of an incandescent light, a fluorescent light, a high pressure gas electric 
discharge light, a low pressure gas electric discharge light, light emitting diode light and 
electroluminescent light. 



Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Dowlinget al (US 6,548,967) and Sid. (US 6,175,201) are cited 
to show a addressable light system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Examiner Minh A whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1817. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30 -2:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone is unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Don Wong, can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 834. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-872-9306 for 
regular communications and (703) 872-9319 for final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the Technology Center receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-0956. 
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